
 

Dear Construction Contractor, 

I am writing to you today in my capacity as both the Chairman of the Guernsey Construction Forum and 
also the Chief Exec of the NP Group (Norman Piette). 

I want to advise you that we are currently in discussion with the CCA in the States on a quick return to 
normal working practices for the construction industry as we come out of lockdown. 

The Construction Industry is viewed as a vital component of a successful economy for the islands and for its 
future potential and growth. Because of this the CCA are considering more freedom of numbers of people 
in certain circumstances for the building industry. 

At present many of the smaller contractors will not be confined by the limited numbers of workers you can 
have on any one site but all of the medium to larger contractors are along with the builders and plumbers 
merchants. 

This means that getting materials processed, collated and ready for either delivery or collection is proving 
very difficult. At Norman Piette in Bulwer Avenue for example we normally have just over 100 people 
working on the site to get your vital materials to you but at the moment we can have no more than 15 and 
that includes 8 Delivery Drivers. 

So we (The GCF) plus various other members of the construction industry bodies have been lobbying very 
hard to have these numbers increased and the CCA are seriously considering this at the moment. 

BUT……….This is where we as an industry have to display a high level of professional competence in 
adhering to the current guidelines on social distancing. This is why I am writing to you today to reinforce 
this message. 

On day 1 of Stage 1 of release from lockdown the CCA are in possession of a video taken of 3 construction 
workers on a building looking over each other’s shoulders at a mobile phone standing right next to each 
other. 

On day 2 there is another instance of 2 builders’ merchant workers standing next to each other talking 
without masks etc. and totally disregarding social distancing. 

Until we can ALL work to the guidelines we totally undermine the perception of our professional 
competence and ability to work safely. 

I implore you all to talk once again to all of your employees and sub-contractors to follow the current 
social distancing guidelines and control your sites in a safe and professional manner. 

Then we can get agreement from the CCA that the construction industry is vital and can be treated 
differently to most other industries with a quick and full release from lockdown. 

Many thanks for your cooperation in this vital matter 

 

John Bampkin – GCF Chairman and Chief Exec NP Group 


